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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Substitute the terms 
"is adapted to determine" with the term - determines - (see line 1 ). Substitute the term 
"if with - the banknote - (see line 3). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Phillips (US 5,890,709) in view of Graef et al (US 6,367,691 ). 

Re claims 1 , 2 and 4: Phillips teaches a document processing device including 
slot for inserting a document, which serves as a banknote as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the document is guided into a slit in a stacker guide; and a braking means having a 
rolling body which produces a braking force in an advance direction of the inserted 
document without folding the inserted document. The rolling body is a cylindrical roller, 
which is freely rotatable along the advance direction of the document. The braking 
means further includes a brake lever which is butted against a circumferential surface of 
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the rolling body, and an energizing member which energizes the brake lever in one 
direction about a lever shaft. (See figure 2; col. 2, line 42 to col. 3, line 45) 

Phillips fails to specifically teach or fairly suggest determining that the inserted 
banknote is true or false. 

Graef et al teaches an automated transaction machine for processing a 
banknote inserted into the machine, wherein the machine includes a banknote validator 
(58) for determining if the banknote is valid or not (see abstract). In view of Graef et al's 
teaching, it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to employ a banknote validator for validating the inserted 
banknote to the teachings of Phillips in order to detect the validity of the banknotes 
inserted into the apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is hot identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Phillips 

(US 5,890,709) as modified by Graef et al (US 6,367,691 ) as applied to claim 1 as 

discussed above, and further in view of Kawabata et al (JP 408091 639A). The 

teachings of Phillips as modified by Graef et al have been discussed above. 
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Phillips as modified by Graef et al fail to teach or fairly suggest wherein the rolling 
body is a spherical body which is freely rotatable in any direction. 

Kawabata et al discloses a sheet carrying device having a spherical roller (see 
abstract). In view of Kawabata et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a 
spherical roller to the teachings of Phillips as modified by Graef et al in order to quickly 
and effectively correct skewing of the banknotes. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fail to teach or fairly 
suggest, in conjunction with other limitations in the claims, a banknote processing 
device having a coil spring for energizing the brake lever in one direction about a lever 
shaft. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mistander et al (US 5,680,935) and Kawauchi et al (US 
4,820,909) 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April A. Taylor whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2403. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00AM - 
5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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